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Alarm systems for the home can be complicated and 

expensive, which is why DB Homes teamed up with 

a local company to offer you this amazing deal!   

While actual modular construction normally takes a few months, the ideal home can be years in 

the making. Building a home is an exciting event  in your life—be sure to do it right!!   

In today’s uncertain economy, DB Homes is always 

thriving to give more value to our customers.  In 

return, we have negotiated an agreement with Park 

Video & Audio to install, at no charge, a complete 

home security system for our clients.  The system 

includes 3 door contacts, 1 motion detector or glass 

break sensor, 1 keypad, 1 inside siren, and the alarm 

panel with backup battery.  

 

To learn more about this exciting offer, contact 

DB Homes at 1.866.794.2626 

Setting a Budget  

The key to developing a realistic building 

budget is to give yourself enough time to  

research home plans, make product  

The Construction Contract  

After you have chosen a floor plan and 

gotten the final price, it’s time to get it all 

down in writing and closely  review  

stock plans or designing a custom home. 

Studying plans is a good way to determine 

how much square footage you need and 

what kind of house will fit your lot.   Make a 

list of products and finishes—doors, 

windows, flooring, cabinetry, countertops—

you would like, and found out approximate 

costs.  Once you have consulted a lender  

and determined how much you can borrow, 

choosing a floor plan and options is much 

easier.  

Picking a Plan  

Typically, a builder has many plans to 

choose from, but finding an exact match to 

your needs can be complicated.  Many also 

offer custom plans or can modify floor plans 

for you.   

home varies by season and that being said, 

one of the advantages of building a modular 

home is speed of construction. When we 

place your order, it will go into a backlog of 

homes to be built, which typically runs 5 to 

10 weeks. While your home is on order the 

site work on your building lot will be 

completed. On average, a modular home 

consisting of two modules will take about 4 

to 6 weeks to finish the home. The time 

frame depends on the amount of additional 

site work, such as garages, porches or decks 

that are to be built, and the backlog of other 

homes to finish.  You can move into your 

new modular homes quicker than a typical 

site-built home. 

selections, and find out what 

additional costs apply to your 

area. Before number-crunching 

begins, you must have a clear 

mental picture of your dream 

home. There are plenty of 

places to get ideas, including 

the contract. A good contract, 

spells out, in detail, each part 

of the job. Within this contract, 

you’ll specify a payment 

schedule.  

Breaking Ground  

The time it takes to build your  

On average, a modular 

home consisting of two 

modules will take about 4 to 

6 weeks to finish the home.  
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did you know?>>> 

What does this home offer that we don’t have now?  

Easy answers might include better storage, more 

bedrooms and bathrooms, or space for entertaining 

friends.   But look beyond the obvious to see how the 

home will fit—and improve—your lifestyle.  Maybe 

a great-room will offer family-activities space that is 

lacking in your current home.  

Will this home be big enough—or too big—in 5-10 

years?   

Regardless of your current stage of life, a home that 

is just the right size now won’t necessarily be just 

right in the future.  A flexible house plan allows you 

to convert spaces as needs change.  

Does the home’s design coordinate with your 

proposed building site?  

Home designers always recommend that 

you have a site before you select a plan. 

This allows you to compare the features of 

the lot and to envision how the home will 

sit.  

Finding a Quiet Lot  
Building a home in the suburbs or countryside seems idyllic, but it’s no guarantee of peace 

and quiet.  Learn how you can minimize or control noise.  

To ensure that a house is right for 

you, answer these questions before 

deciding on a plan. Remember to 

look beyond the obvious to see 

how your new home will fit your 

family’s lifestyles.  

· ABC’s “Extreme Home Makeover” 

will feature a modular home in 

Baltimore, MD 

· The home is approximately 11,120-

sq. ft. that will feature traditional 

Baltimore elements with a modern 

twist 

· The set crew used, Hickory Lane 

Construction , is a crew DB Homes 

uses often!   

· The home will be given to “Boys 

Hope Girls Hope” organization  

quiet house that sits up high, away 

from reflecting landforms.  

Strategic placement of shrubs, 

trees, fences, and garages can also 

act as noise barriers.  

 

Another way to shut out noise is to 

make sure your windows keep out 

more than the cold. In general, if 

you have energy-efficient 

windows, you’ll be cutting down 

on the amount of sound entering 

your home.  

 

How to Pick a Home Plan 

Where do you want windows in your home?  

Having your lot before selecting a home plan also lets you 

examine where sunlight strikes the site. Compare this 

information to the placement of windows in the plan to ensure 

the design will take advantage of the best views, put morning 

and evening light where needed and prevent excessive heat 

gain.  

Will this home fit with surrounding homes? 

Nobody wants to live in a home that is exactly like the one 

next door, but you should make sure the design of the plan 

you choose fits the neighborhood.  Subdivisions may have 

covenants that establish acceptable home styles for the are, so 

check regulations before settling on a floor plan.  

Will the home’s level of openness work with your 

tastes of decorating?  

Eclectic decorating styles work in almost any floor 

plan, but not all styles are so forgiving. If your 

themes are consistent from room to room, an open 

floor plan will be fine.   

Are the rooms you’ll use the most sized 

appropriately?  

When reviewing a plan, don’t just look at room 

sizes. Think about rooms in terms of their total 

percentage of the home’s square footage.  If you 

rarely spend time in a room, consider modifying the 

plan to convert some of that area into a more 

functional space.   

Selecting a peaceful site is the least-expensive way to make sure your new home is a quieter 

one, but not all sites are as calm as they appear. Take some time to listen to the noise 

environment before you sign on the dotted line. The topography of the site has a dramatic 

effect on noise. Embankments adjacent to the house reflect and concentrate noise; building a  

house low relative to the surrounding landforms also raises the noise level. In contrast, the  

www.db-homes.com 



Essential Tips for  
First-Time Homebuyers 

testimonial>>> 

DB Homes was great to work with—from the start to the finish. I would 

definitely recommend you to anyone. There were a few issues when the 

house was delivered...but DB Homes took care of the problems without  

Here are a few tips to begin planning a 

practical home landscape that will grow 

more beautiful over time.   A good home 

landscape is both beautiful and 

functional, with plants working together 

in harmony.   

landscaping tips >>> 

Home ownership is the cornerstone of the American Dream. However, buying 

your first home can be very stressful and overwhelming.   There are a number of 

things you need to consider first. Below are just a few tips to help.   

Professionals will tell you that a master 

plan is the key to any project or solution.   

Although detailed and complex, the process 

can be enjoyable if taken a little at a time.  

You won’t regret spending time to do it 

right.   

The ideal landscape provides your family 

with recreation, privacy and pleasure—even 

as those needs change over time. 

Landscaping also should add value to your 

home—by adding curb appeal.   

 

Think of designing a landscape for the bare 

lot surrounding your new home as an 

adventure in creativity.  Begin at square 

one—see what you have to work with and 

take the time to stand back to see the entire 

landscape and how each part fits into it.   

The big picture... 

Developing a master 
plan... 

Question!  ...overall we are very happy and we absolutely love our new home!  Great job!! 

—Jed & Allyson 
Hooversville, PA  

focus on homes you can afford.. Nothing is more upsetting than a deal that falls through due to a lack 

of financing. In addition to qualifying for a mortgage, you will probably need a down payment and 

closing costs.  

Consider Extra Expenses Incurred by Your First Home  

In addition to mortgage payments, there are other costs associated with home ownership. Utilities, 

heat, property taxes, repairs, insurance, services such as trash or snow removal, landscaping, 

assessments, and purchasing appliances are the major costs incurred. On average, homeowners tend to 

spend at least $12,000 during the first three months upon moving into their home, which includes 

decorating and furnishing.  Make sure you understand how much you are willing and able to spend on 

such items.  

 
Know What You Are Looking for in a First 

Home  

Write down a list of what you really want in 

a house, such as how many bedrooms and 

bathrooms.  What size kitchen do you want? 

What features are more important than 

others?  Also consider the location of where 

you want to live.   

How Much Mortgage Can You Afford?  

 Many home buyers choose to arrange 

financing before shopping for a home and 

most lenders will "prequalify" you a certain 

amount. Prequalification helps you  

Putting plans into 
action... 
Much of the planning and designing will 

occur in your head as you consider ideas 

and think about what appeals to you most.    

Also keep in mind how much sunlight the 

space receives and plant perennials, 

flowers and shrubs accordingly.   
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Finding An Agent That’s Right For You home... 
featured 

706 Eisenhower Blvd. 
Johnstown, PA 15904 

DB Homes 

Contact us at 1.866.794.2626    |     Web: www.db-homes.com  

Hitherwood The 
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